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ICES advice, as adopted by its Advisory Committee (ACOM), is developed upon request by ICES advice requesters 
(European Union, Faroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland, NASCO, NEAFC, Norway, and United Kingdom). 1 

Megrim (Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis) in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d (west and southwest of Ireland, Bay 
of Biscay) 
 
ICES advice on fishing opportunities 
 
ICES advises that when the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) approach is applied, catches in 2026 should be no more than 
14 869 tonnes. 
 
ICES notes the existence of a precautionary management plan, developed and adopted by one of the relevant management 
authorities for this stock. 
 
The use of combined species total allowable catch (TAC) for the two megrim species, megrim (Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis) 
and four-spot megrim (Lepidorhombus boscii), prevents effective control of the single-species exploitation rates and could 
lead to the overexploitation of either species. 
 
Non-fisheries conservation considerations 
 
Conservation aspects and associated management measures may exist at a national or regional level but were not 
reviewed by ICES.  
 
Stock development over time  
 
Fishing pressure on the stock is below FMSY, and spawning-stock size is above MSY Btrigger, BPA, and Blim. 
 

 
Figure 1 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Summary of the stock assessment. The assumed recruitment value for 2025 

is shaded in a lighter colour. 
  

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202692
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Catch scenarios  
 
Table 1 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Values in the forecast and for the interim year.  

Variable Value Notes 
Fages 3–6 (2025) 0.24 Average F (2022–2024) 
Spawning-stock biomass 
(SSB; 2026) 55 163 Short-term forecast (STF); in tonnes 

Rage 1 (2025–2026) 11 1160 Geometric mean of recruitment (2023 and 2024); in thousands 
Catch (2025) 13 684 STF; in tonnes 
Projected landings (2025) 11 426 STF; average (2022–2024) landings ratio at age; in tonnes 
Projected discards (2025) 2 258 STF; average (2022–2024) discards ratio at age; in tonnes 

 
Table 2 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Annual catch scenarios. Weights are in tonnes. Note: there is no total 

allowable catch (TAC) rollover scenario, and the change in TAC is not computed because the TAC is for both species of 
megrim. 

Basis Total catch 
(2026) 

Projected 
landings 
(2026) 

Projected 
discards 
(2026) 

Fages 3–6 

Total 
(2026) 

Spawning-
stock 

biomass 
(SSB; 2027) 

% SSB 
change* 

% advice 
change** 

ICES advice basis 
Maximum sustainable yield 
(MSY) approach: FMSY 14869 12520 2349 0.27 50850 −7.8 −30 

Other scenarios 
EU MAP^ = FMSY 14869 12520 2349 0.27 50850 −7.8 −30 
F = MAP^ FMSY lower 9526 8034 1492 0.163 56472 2.4 −55 
F = MAP^ FMSY upper 22931 19254 3676 0.46 42440 −23 8.4 
F = 0 0 0 0 0 66566 21 −100 
FPA 24192 20304 3888 0.49 41133 −25 14.4 
SSB (2027) = Blim 29375 24600 4776 0.64 35795 −35 39 

SSB (2027) = BPA = MSY Btrigger 21479 18045 3434 0.42 43947 −20 1.58 

SSB(2027) = SSB(2026) 10767 9077 1690 0.187 55163 0 −49 
F = F2025 
 

13413 11299 2114 0.24 52379 −5.0 −37 
Catch advice (2026) = Catch 
advice (2025) 21144 17766 3378 0.41 44295 −19.7 0 

* SSB 2027 relative to SSB 2026 (55163 tonnes). 
** Advice value for 2026 relative to advice value for 2025 (21144 tonnes). 
^ EU multiannual plan (MAP) for the Western Waters and adjacent waters (EU, 2019). 
 
The advice is 30% lower than the value provided for 2025. This is mainly due to a downward revision in spawning-stock 
biomass (SSB) and recruitment in 2024 compared to last year’s assessment. This has resulted in SSB in 2026 being lower 
than predicted in last year’s advice. 
 
Basis of the advice  
 
Table 3 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. The basis of the advice. 
Advice basis Maximum sustainable yield (MSY) approach 

Management plan 

ICES is aware of the EU multiannual plan (MAP) for stocks in the Western Waters and adjacent waters 
that has been agreed for this stock (EU, 2019) and considers it to be precautionary. There is no 
agreement between the EU and UK regarding this plan, and it is not used as the basis of the advice for 
this straddling stock. ICES provides catch scenarios consistent with the FMSY ranges in the MAP. 

 
Quality of the assessment  
 
In 2025 the input data and assessment were updated to try to reduce the observed retrospective patterns.  These changes 
improved the model fit but did not fully resolve the retrospective patterns. Reference points were updated accordingly 
(ICES, 2025). 



ICES Advice on fishing opportunities, catch, and effort Published 10 October 2025 
meg.27.7b-k8abd 

ICES Advice 2025 3 

The assessment has downscaled recent SSB estimates and upscaled F as new data points have become available. However, 
the stock status in the most recent years relative to the reference points has not changed in comparison to previous 
assessments. 
 

  
Figure 2 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Historical assessment results (final-year recruitment assumptions included 

for each line). The reference points were revised in 2025 following a review level benchmark process, and only the last 
assessment results should be compared to the reference points indicated. 

 
Issues relevant for the advice  
 
The assessment for this stock tended to revise SSB downwards and revise fishing mortality upwards. The adjustment made 
to the data and the assessment have reduced this pattern but not fully solved the issue. Therefore, the forecast is highly 
uncertain. Following the MSY approach, advice is also expected to result in a decline in SSB in 2027. Given these factors, 
managers should consider a lower fishing mortality rate. 
 
The two megrim species (Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis and L. boscii) are not separated in the landings statistics, and 
species-specific landings are estimated by ICES. The TACs are set separately for Subarea 7 and divisions 8.a, 8.b, 8.d, and 
8.e, with each TAC covering catches of both species. ICES considers that management of the catches of the two megrim 
species under a combined TAC prevents effective control of single-species exploitation rates and could lead to the 
overexploitation of either species. 
 
In previous years the geometric mean of the full historical recruitment time-series, excluding the last two years, was used 
to forecast recruitment in the intermediate and projection years. However, the resulting recruitment value this year was 
considerably higher than the recruitment level estimated in the most recent two years. Furthermore, intermediate year 
recruitment has been revised downwards in the last assessments. Therefore, the average of the two most recent 
recruitment estimates (2023–2024) was used to better reflect current productivity level. 
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Reference points  
 
Table 4 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Reference points, values, and their technical basis.  

Framework Reference point Value Technical basis Source 
Maximum 
sustainable 
yield (MSY)  
approach 

MSY Btrigger 43 947 BPA; in tonnes ICES (2025) 

FMSY 0.27 Stochastic simulations (EqSim) with segmented 
regression fixed at Blim. ICES (2025) 

EU 
Management 
plan (MAP); EU 
(2019) 

MAP MSY Btrigger 43 947 MSY Btrigger; in tonnes ICES (2025) 
MAP FMSY 0.27 FMSY ICES (2025) 

MAP range Flower 0.163 Consistent with ranges resulting in no more than 5% 
reduction in long-term yield compared with MSY ICES (2025) 

MAP range Fupper 0.46 Consistent with ranges resulting in no more than 5% 
reduction in long-term yield compared with MSY ICES (2025) 

Precautionary 
approach 

Blim 35795 
Bemp, which is the average of the lowest three 
spawning-stock biomass (SSB) that resulted in above 
average recruitment; in tonnes 

ICES (2025) 

BPA 43 947 Blim × exp(1.645 × 𝜎𝜎), with 𝜎𝜎 = 0.12 ; in tonnes ICES (2025) 

FPA 0.49 FP05 with Advice Rule (AR; F that gives 5% probability of 
SSB below Blim) ICES (2025) 

 

Basis of the assessment 
 
Table 5 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Basis of the assessment and advice. 
ICES stock data category 1 (ICES, 2023a) 
Assessment type A4a statistical catch at age (ICES, 2025) using catches in the model and forecast.* 

Input data 

Commercial catches (international landings, ages, and length frequencies from catch sampling).  
Three survey indices: Spanish Porcupine Bottom Trawl Survey [G5768], IE-IGFS [G7212] and EVHOE 
[G9527]; the latter two surveys are combined into a single index.  
Natural mortality: a fixed value of 0.2 is used for all age groups and all years. A static maturity ogive was 
estimated during the 2023 benchmark and is described in ICES (2023a). 

Discards and bycatch Discards are included in the assessment for the full time-series 
Indicators None 
Other information A review level benchmark was carried out in 2025 (ICES, 2025) 
Working group Working Group for the Bay of Biscay and the Iberian Waters Ecoregion (WGBIE) 

*View assessment in Transparent Assessment Framework (TAF). 
 
History of the advice, catch, and management 
 
Table 6  Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. ICES advice and catches. Weights are in tonnes.  

Year ICES advice Catch/landings 
corresponding to advice * 

Agreed total 
allowable 

catch 
(TAC)** 

ICES landings ICES discards ICES catch 

1987 Not assessed - 16460 17114 1705 18819 
1988 Not assessed - 18100 17577 1725 19302 
1989 Not assessed - 18100 19233 2582 21815 
1990 Not assessed - 18100 14370 3284 17654 
1991 No advice - 18100 15094 3282 18376 
1992 No advice - 18100 15600 2988 18588 
1993 Within safe biological limits - 21460 14929 3108 18037 
1994 Within safe biological limits - 20330 13684 2700 16384 
1995 No particular concern - 22590 15862 3206 19068 

1996 No long-term gain in 
increased F 16600 21200 15109 3026 18135 

1997 No advice 14300 25000 14230 3066 17296 
1998 No increase in F 15200 25000 14345 5371 19716 
1999 Reduce F below FPA 14600 20000 13305 3297 16601 

https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGbie.aspx
https://github.com/ices-taf/2025_meg.27.7b-k8abd_assessment
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Year ICES advice Catch/landings 
corresponding to advice * 

Agreed total 
allowable 

catch 
(TAC)** 

ICES landings ICES discards ICES catch 

2000 Reduce F below FPA < 14200 20000 15031 1870 16901 
2001 Reduce F below FPA < 14100 16800 15778 2262 18040 
2002 Reduce F below FPA < 13000 14900 15987 2813 18800 
2003 Reduce F below FPA < 16100 16000 15711 4008 19719 
2004 Reduce F below FPA < 20200 20200 14358 6243 20602 
2005 Reduce F below FPA < 22600 21500 12888 3275 16163 
2006 Reduce F below FPA <13600 20425 12037 3751 15788 

2007 Less than average landings  
2003–2005 < 14200 20425 13060 3033 16092 

2008 Less than average landings  
2004–2006 < 13000 20425 11048 2860 13908 

2009 Same advice as last year < 13000 20425 15064 3278 18342 
2010 No increase in effort < 13000 20425 15101 5343 20444 
2011 See scenarios - 20106 13226 4187 17413 
2012 Catch and effort reduction - 19101 14433 3704 18137 

2013 
Decrease landings by 4% (20% 
increase, followed by 
20% PA reduction) 

< 12000 19101 16025 4885 20910 

2014 Same advice as 2013 < 12000 19101 13277 2569 15846 

2015 Increase landings by no more 
than 13% < 15180 19101 11569 2393 13962 

2016 

Precautionary approach 
(increase recent advised 
landings by no more than 
20%) 

≤ 18216 20056 11548 3315 14863 

2017 
Maximum sustainable yield 
(MSY) approach (catch 
advice) 

≤ 16021 15043 13784 3518 17303 

2018 MSY approach (catch advice) ≤ 15720 13528 12147 3415 15562 
2019 MSY approach (catch advice) ≤ 18976 19836 12164 1966 14130 

2020 Management plan 
19982 

(range 13218–28838) 
*** 

20526 11141 2485 13626 

2021 Management plan 
19184  

(range 12706–27748) 
*** 

20181 12418 2603 15020 

2022 MSY approach ≤ 22964 23459 10821 2340 13161 
2023 MSY approach ≤ 23596 23459 9647 1895 11541 
2024 MSY approach ≤ 23303 24170 8398 1556 9954 

2025 MSY approach ≤ 21144 22011    

2026 MSY approach ≤ 14869     
* Advice is for catches starting in 2017. 
** Includes L. boscii and divisions 7.a and 8.e. 
*** Catches corresponding to FMSY, EU MAP range in brackets (EU, 2019). 
 
History of catch and landings 
 
Table 7 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Catch distribution by fleet in 2024 as estimated by ICES. Weights are in 

tonnes. 
Catch Landings Discards 

9 954 97% trawl 3% other gears 1 556 
8 398 
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Table 8 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. History of commercial catch and landings; ICES estimated values are 
presented by area for each country participating in the fishery. Weights are in tonnes. Minor differences in total values 
are due to rounding. 

Year France Spain 

UK 
(England 

& 
Wales) 

UK 
(Scotland) Ireland Northern 

Ireland Belgium Unallocated 
ICES 

estimated 
landings 

ICES 
estimated 
discards 

ICES estimated 
catch 

1984                 16659 2169 18828 
1985                 17865 1732 19597 
1986 4896 10242 2048   1563   178   18927 2321 21248 
1987 5056 8772 1600   1561   125   17114 1705 18819 
1988 5206 9247 1956   995   173   17577 1725 19302 
1989 5452 9482 1451   2548   300   19233 2582 21815 
1990 4336 7127 1380   1381   147   14370 3284 17654 
1991 3709 7780 1617   1956   32   15094 3282 18376 
1992 4104 7349 1982   2113   52   15600 2988 18588 
1993 3640 6526 2131   2592   40   14929 3108 18037 
1994 3214 5624 2309   2420   117   13684 2700 16384 
1995 3945 6129 2658   2927   203   15862 3206 19068 
1996 4146 5572 2493   2699   199   15109 3026 18135 
1997 4333 5472 2875   1420   130   14230 3066 17296 
1998 4232 4870 2492   2621   129   14345 5371 19716 
1999 3751 4615 2193   2597   149   13305 3297 16601 
2000 4173 6047 2185   2512   115   15031 1870 16901 
2001 3645 7575 1710   2767   80   15778 2262 18040 
2002 2929 8797 1787   2413   62   15987 2813 18800 
2003 3227 8340 1732   2249   163   15711 4008 19719 
2004 2817 7526 1622   2288   106   14358 6243 20602 
2005 2972 5841 1764   2155   156   12888 3275 16163 
2006 2763 5916 1509   1751   99   12037 3751 15788 
2007 2745 6895 1462   1763   195   13060 3033 16092 
2008 2578 5402 1387   1514   167   11048 2860 13908 
2009 3032 8062 1840   1918 2 209   15064 3278 18342 
2010 3651 7095 1805   2283 5 261   15101 5343 20444 
2011 3235 3500 1845   2227   330 2089 13226 4187 17413 
2012 4012 4055 1744   3047   609 966 14433 3704 18137 
2013 4549 4982 2918   3038   538   16025 4885 20910 
2014 4311 3318 2753 176 2391   179 150 13277 2569 15846 
2015 3073 2863 2804 147 2436   246 1 11569 2393 13962 
2016 3141 2672 2694 145 2593   302 1 11548 3315 14863 
2017 5101 3178 2512 176 2458   360   13784 3518 17303 
2018 4680 2276 2337 112 2128 6 347 261 12147 3415 15562 
2019 4332 2617 2150 129 2454 1 481   12164 1966 14130 
2020 4387 2420 1883 5 1797 1 649   11141 2485 13626 
2021 4380 2896 2199 144 2075 5 718  12417 2603 15020 
2022 3842 2813 1772 8 1506 1 879  10821 2340 13161 
2023 3468 2603 1360 3 1395 7 811  9647 1895 11541 
2024 3187 1875 1413 1 1203 16 704  8398 1556 9954 

 
Summary of the assessment 
 
Table 9 Megrim in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d. Assessment summary. High and Low refer to 90% confidence intervals. 

Weights are in tonnes, recruitment in thousands. 

Year 
Recruitment (age 1) Spawning-stock biomass 

(SSB) Landings Discards 
Fishing pressure  

(ages 3–6) 
Low R High Low SSB High 

Low F High thousands tonnes tonnes 
1984 208121 237159 270249 69047 76812 85450 16659 2169 0.167 0.195 0.23 
1985 199185 227593 260053 72807 81019 90157 17865 1732 0.2 0.23 0.27 
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Year 
Recruitment (age 1) Spawning-stock biomass 

(SSB) Landings Discards 
Fishing pressure  

(ages 3–6) 
Low R High Low SSB High Low F High 

thousands tonnes tonnes 
1986 189851 217252 248606 76570 85333 95100 18927 2321 0.21 0.24 0.28 
1987 159449 182396 208645 78213 86745 96208 17114 1705 0.19 0.22 0.25 
1988 158914 181928 208275 67220 73850 81135 17577 1725 0.21 0.24 0.28 
1989 197597 226371 259335 57298 63064 69411 19233 2582 0.32 0.36 0.41 
1990 222860 254969 291703 46424 51175 56412 14370 3284 0.34 0.39 0.44 
1991 254384 291324 333627 44709 49048 53808 15094 3282 0.36 0.41 0.47 
1992 213944 244536 279502 43240 46825 50707 15600 2988 0.31 0.35 0.4 
1993 182149 207857 237194 46448 49924 53660 14929 3108 0.31 0.36 0.41 
1994 186161 212316 242144 45125 48328 51759 13684 2700 0.28 0.31 0.36 
1995 214365 244522 278920 51686 55383 59345 15862 3206 0.28 0.32 0.37 
1996 244792 278931 317832 47764 51220 54926 15109 3026 0.32 0.36 0.41 
1997 215619 246355 281472 48358 51781 55446 14230 3066 0.27 0.31 0.35 
1998 249765 284902 324981 51033 54558 58326 14345 5371 0.31 0.35 0.4 
1999 238340 272364 311245 43994 47109 50445 13305 3297 0.33 0.37 0.42 
2000 275421 314068 358139 43637 46700 49979 15031 1870 0.34 0.38 0.43 
2001 245353 279156 317617 44576 47837 51337 15778 2262 0.42 0.48 0.54 
2002 258452 294937 336572 40399 43439 46708 15987 2813 0.44 0.49 0.55 
2003 241588 274632 312195 38678 41467 44458 15711 4008 0.44 0.49 0.55 
2004 195630 221825 251527 34791 37228 39835 14358 6243 0.43 0.49 0.55 
2005 203008 229746 260006 33634 36023 38581 12888 3275 0.47 0.52 0.59 
2006 244924 276962 313190 31979 34136 36438 12037 3751 0.39 0.44 0.49 
2007 211222 238948 270314 33630 35854 38225 13060 3033 0.4 0.45 0.51 
2008 155430 175811 198864 35987 38249 40654 11048 2860 0.28 0.32 0.36 
2009 194562 220364 249588 45009 47923 51026 15064 3278 0.29 0.33 0.37 
2010 193910 219874 249314 47503 50750 54218 15101 5343 0.36 0.4 0.45 
2011 170128 192990 218924 38876 41484 44268 13226 4187 0.34 0.38 0.43 
2012 138511 156737 177361 40079 42811 45728 14433 3704 0.33 0.37 0.42 
2013 130603 148152 168060 41684 44588 47694 16025 4885 0.41 0.47 0.52 
2014 114681 130521 148550 47055 50231 53622 13277 2569 0.3 0.34 0.39 
2015 102048 116239 132404 39667 42339 45190 11569 2393 0.27 0.3 0.35 
2016 115113 130984 149043 43006 45953 49103 11548 3315 0.28 0.32 0.37 
2017 124174 142542 163628 38044 40713 43569 13784 3518 0.38 0.43 0.49 
2018 142385 166019 193575 41560 44388 47409 12147 3415 0.3 0.34 0.39 
2019 155776 187336 225289 39878 42710 45744 12164 1966 0.29 0.33 0.37 
2020 127354 160476 202212 40709 43974 47502 11141 2485 0.25 0.29 0.33 
2021 93876 126651 170869 41962 46019 50467 12418 2603 0.36 0.42 0.48 
2022 118138 172287 251255 43508 49281 55821 10821 2340 0.25 0.3 0.36 
2023 65373 111230 189254 41217 48633 57382 9647 1895 0.183 0.23 0.28 
2024 50232 111090 245679 39776 48752 59753 8398 1556 0.146 0.191 0.25 
2025  111160*   57378        

* Geometric mean (2023–2024). 
 
Sources and references  
 
EU. 2019. Regulation (EU) 2019/472 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March 2019 establishing a 
multiannual plan for stocks fished in the Western Waters and adjacent waters, and for fisheries exploiting those stocks, 
amending Regulations (EU) 2016/1139 and (EU) 2018/973, and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 811/2004, (EC) No 
2166/2005, (EC) No 388/2006, (EC) No 509/2007 and (EC) No 1300/2008. Official Journal of the European Union, L 83. 
17 pp. http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/472/oj 

EU. 2021. Council regulation 2021/1239 of 29 July 2021 amending Regulations (EU) 2019/1919, (EU) 2021/91 and 
(EU) 2021/92 as regards certain fishing opportunities for 2021 in Union and non-Union waters. Official Journal of the 
European Union, L 276. http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1239/oj  

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/472/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1239/oj
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ICES. 2023b. Benchmark workshop for selected megrim stocks (WKMEGRIM; outputs from 2022 meeting). ICES Scientific 
Reports. 5:61. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.21769325 

ICES. 2024. Working Group for the Bay of Biscay and Iberian Waters Ecoregion (WGBIE). ICES Scientific Reports. 6:59. 1078 
pp https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.25908130  

ICES. 2025. Working Group for the Bay of Biscay and Iberian Waters Ecoregion (WGBIE). ICES Scientific Reports. 7:77. 510 
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Download the stock assessment data and figures 
 
Recommended citation: ICES. 2025. Megrim (Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis) in divisions 7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d (west and 
southwest of Ireland, Bay of Biscay) In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2025. ICES Advice 2025, meg.27.7b-
k8abd. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202692 

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.22240624
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.21769325
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.25908130
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.29390639
http://standardgraphs.ices.dk/stockList.aspx
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202692
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